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BEHIND THE SWITCH 


The question I hear asked 
most frequently about Khrush- 
chev’s bombastic tour of 
America is: Why did President 
Eisenhower let us in for this 
circus? It is all very well 
to say that Khrushchev did 
not change the minds of any- 
body here about his communist 
system and its aims. That was 
not the purpose of the visit. 
The purpose was to give him- 
self and his system respect- 
ability not only among the 
Russian people, but especially 
among the peoples of his cap- 
tive nations. And we might as 


well face it - on this score 
the mere fact that he came 
here at the express invitation 
of the American President was 
a triumph for the Red boss. 
Many of us warned that this 
would be the result, long be- 
fore the invitation was actu- 
ally issued. Surely the 
President must have been 
aware of this too. In fact, 
he did an almost complete 
switch on the question of 
meeting with Khrushchev. He 
first said nothing good could 
come of it; that he would not 
consider it unless there were 








guarantees beforehand that 
agreements could be reached 
which would not involve abro- 
gation of American principles. 
Then all of a sudden it was 
announced that he and the Red 
boss would exchange visits. 
What happened? 

Well, the evidence is pil- 
ing up that once more - as 
had happened so many times 
before - this was a British 
job. There’s no use blaming 
the British — they are acting, 
as always, from the stand- 
point of British interests. 
At the moment, this involves 
filling with Red trade the 
gap left by their depleted 
empire. So last February 
Prime Minister Macmillan went 
to Russia. Mr. K practically 
spat inhis face on one occas- 
ion, but that did not deter 


REPORTING A LA RUSSE 


I know of nothing which in- 
dicates more clearly the 
manner in which our innocent 
President fell into the Red - 
and British - trap, than the 
way in which Khrushchev’s 
visit was reported to the 
Russian people. It is to the 
undying credit of the Ameri- 
can people that they treated 
the Red dictator with a stud- 
ied coolness. Even members of 
the press, the business com- 


the Prime Minister. In March 
he paid a week-end visit to 
Mr. Eisenhower. Then, no soon- 
er had the President asked 
Mr. K to come here, than it 
was reported in Europe that 
Ike acted under strong urging 
and backing by the British 
government. Now Mr. Macmillan 
is telling the British people 
that the recent sequence of 
events was brought about und- 
er his initiative - and that 
this new situation “can win 
us great prizes.” That means, 
of course, British prizes. 

One of these days - if we 
can hold out that long — may- 
be we will get a President 
and a State Department which 
will refuse to dance every 
time our so-called “ally” 
calls the tune. 


munity and certain of the 
politicians - all of whom 
were under terrific pressure 
from the State Department to 
entertain Mr. K — managed to 
ask him very pointed quest- 
ions. As you know, he either 
got mad or gave evasive answ- 
ers. But was any of this 
reported to the Russian 
people? Not at all. So far as 
Mr. K’s slaves were told, his 
tour was one triumphal march 
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back and forth across America. 

When Khrushchev arrived 
in Washington, the route of 
his motorcade covered 15 
miles from the airbase to the 
White House. The estimates of 
the number of people who turn- 
ed out to see him varied from 
50,000 to 200,000. Even 200, - 
000 is not a tremendous crowd 
by Washington standards, esp- 
ecially over so long a route. 
But — and this is the point - 
it was an almost completely 
silent crowd. There was little 
or no applause and no cheers. 
But what were the Russian 
people told by their news- 
papers? They were told that 
Khrushchev was greeted in 
Washington by the largest 
and most tumultuous and cheer- 
ing crowd in the entire 


history of the capital! As 
for his reception by the peo- 
ple of New York, the Soviet 
papers toldthe Russian people 
of the great warmth and cord- 
iality shown their big boss. 
Actually, what happened in 
New York was something its 
oldest inhabitants thought 
was an impossibility - a New 
York crowd which kept quiet! 

The controlled press in 
Russia finally got around to 
mentioning some ‘‘isolated 
picketing” and the rather 
harbed questioning to which 
Khrushchev was submitted. But 
they dismissed this (I am not 
joking; this is the fact) as 
@ symptom of ‘‘serious illness” 
on the part of certain Ameri- 
cans. The Red press added 
that Mr. K was doing his best 
to “cure” this illness! 

Just one more item along 
this line. A courageous sky- 
writer appeared over each of 
our cities which the godless 
Red boss visited, and drew a 
giant cross in the sky. The 
Russian papers reported this- 
but not for what it was - a 
symbol of Christianity and a 
protest against the appear- 
ance of an atheistic murderer 
in our land. They said it was 
the letter X, which in Russ- 
ian is.the first letter of 
the last name of the Kremlin 
boss! 
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WHOSE “OUTSTANDING STATESMAN?” 


I would like to add that 
only one thing in Mr. K’s 
series of shindigs really 
made any sense. That was his 
pilgrimage to the grave of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. He 
placed a giant wreath on the 
grave, with a legend which 
said: “To the outstanding 


A START TOWARD SANITY? 


Meantime, lost in all the 
hoopla over the Red visitor, 
was the fact that the 86th 
Congress wound up its first 
session. Few of the predict- 
ions made about this Congress 
came true. And this too, is a 
tribute to the American 
people. Not that they can rest 
on their laurels, but at 
least they have made a beginn- 
ingin forcing the politicians 
to listen to wise counsel. 
This was the Congress in 
which many members owed théir 
election to the power and big 
financial kittys of the lLab- 
or-union bosses. It was 
freely predicted that such a 
Congress would go wild on 
spending, and that the labor 
bosses would ride high. But 
the predictors figured with- 
out the power of the American 
people, once they are suffic- 
iently aroused. The Congress 


statesman of the United States 
of America.” Well, he was 
certainly the “outstanding 
statesman” so far as Red 
Russia is concerned, since he 
handed her so much of the Red 
empire with which she now 
threatens the world. 


was a spending Congress - 
there’s no getting away from 
that. And the government’s 
big tax grab will go on as 
usual. But the Congress did 
vote nearly two billion doll- 
ars less than the President 
asked for. This came about 
chiefly because of the patri- 
otic action of a number of 
newspapers, led by the Chi- 
cago Tribune and New York 
Daily News, in alerting the 
people to the dangers of in- 
flation. The people in turn 
let their congressmen know 
how they felt. This is a be- 
ginning, but only a beginning. 

Congress also passed —- und- 
er pressure from the American 
people - a labor-reform bill. 
Anyone who predicted such 
action at the start of the 
session would have been sus- 
pected of not having all his 
marbles. The new act brings 


SS ee Fr ee VOU PCE 


about some badly needed labor 
reforms, but it is a long way 
from doing anything to curb 
the labor-union monopoly. But 
it, too, is a start. 
Incidentally, the President 
is mad at Congress. He says 
it cut spending where it 
should have raised it, and 
raised it where it should have 
cut. He hadinmind especially 
a small cut which Congress 


madeinthe foreign giveaways. 
Maybe some day both the Pres- 
ident and Congress will wake 
up to the fact that it is all 
this spending-foreign and dom- 
estic-on which Khrushchev is 
counting “‘to bury us.” Can you 
think of a better spawning 
ground for the defeat of free 
capitalism and the triumph of 
communism than a bankrupt 
America? - John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 9/27/59 
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Book Review 


WASHINGTON INSIDE OUT 


ADVISE AND CONSENT by Allen 
Drury, 616 pages, Doubleday, 
New York, $5.75. 

Sometime in the 1960’s, the 
President of the United States 
sends to the Senate the name 
of a man he has nominated as 
his new Secretary of State. 
It is the Senate’s constitu- 
tional duty to advise and 
consent to the nomination - 
or to refuse to do so. Around 
this simple theme Allen Drury 
has woven what may well turn 
out to be the greatest novel 
about Washington, D.C. to be 
written in our time. Despite 
its length, so rounded and 
living are its characters, so 
close to present-day reality 
are the dramatic events in 


which they become enmeshed, 
that once begun it is next to 
impossible to stop reading. 
Not the least pleasurable 
aspect of this exciting book 
is the breach it has effected 
in the iron curtain of “ lib- 
eral” conformity in the book 
world. It has been widely, and 
generally favorably, review- 
ed. It is a Book-of-the-Month 
choice. It has quickly reach- 
ed the best-seller lists. It 
is written by a Washington 
staff member of the New York 
Times. True, it is marred 
here and there by a bit of 
middle-of-the-roadism. But 
this can be forgiven in a 
Times staffer who, amazingly, 
has succeeded in escaping 








nearly completely the atmos- 
phere in which he works. 

The result is a searing 
clarity in the examination of 
the ‘‘liberal” mind and the 
Liberal Establishment, as ex- 
emplified by the President’s 
nominee, the men in the Sen- 
ate who support him, the 
Washington press corps - and 
the mass movement which stands 
behind them. The latter is 
called COMFORT, which means 
Committee on Making Further 
Offers for a Russian Truce. 
Its slogan, which the “ liber- 
als” of Mr. Drury’s book en- 
dorse, is: ‘‘I would rather 
crawl on my knees to Moscow 
than die under an atom bomb.” 

Over and above all this, 
however, ADVISE AND CONSENT 
is a story of the United 
States Senate told in terms 
of its personalities and 
their actions and reactions 
to a great decision they must 
make. There are no outright 
heroes in the book - nor out- 
right villains, unless it be 
the Senator whose platform is 
COMFORT and who, in an episode 
that will make the anti- 
McCarthyites squirm, is cens- 
ored by the Senate for his 
part in destroying a fellow 
Senator. Otherwise, the pro- 
tagonists of the story are 
strong and weak, brave and 
cowardly, venial and honest - 


or, to put it briefly, human 
beings. In the end, the real 
hero is the American system 
and especially the U.S. Sen- 
ate, with its slow, often 
stumbling, compromising, but 
traditional way of doing 
things, as opposed to the 
“liberal’s” easy and shallow 
and quick panaceas. 

This is a sophisticated 
novel, in the sense that Mr. 
Drury knows his Washington 
inside out. Whether the folk 
back home know it or not, sex 
plays a part - often a large 
part -— in the decisions of 
government. But fortunately 
Mr. Drury has not fallen prey 
to the modern novelist’s need 
to wallow in clinical (and 
outhouse) details. The lang- 
uage is often meaty, but 
senators and presidents, when 
their remarks are not being 
recorded, do talk that way. 

Mr. Drury’s ability to see 
into the future is uncanny. 
He completed his manuscript 
long before certain current 
disturbing events on the int- 
ernational scene - including 
the Butcher of Budapest’s 
invasion (by invitation) of 


America — were in the works. 


Yet his fascinating story is 
uncomfortably close to right 
now. Wecan only hope that his 
happy ending is equally as 
predictable. -— Rosalie Gordon 
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RECOMMENDED READING-SEPTEMBER BEST-SELLERS 


DEAR AND GLORIOUS PHYSICIAN by 
Taylor Caldwell ($3.95). 

The story of St. Luke who rejec- 
ted God and wanted to solve the 
eternal mysteries for himself. 
His encounter with the stories of 
Christ’s life. His search ended 
when he knew that Christ was the 
Son of God. The reader will find 
subtle parallels between the wel- 
fare statists of the Roman Empire 
and the do-gooders of modern Amer- 
ica ir this gripping novel. 


I LED THREE LIVES by Herbert A. 
Philbrick ($1.49). 

The story of nine years’ serv- 
ice as an unpaid counterspy for 
the FBI in the ranks of American 
communism. All the elements of an 
exciting detective story, plus a 
frightening picture of the work- 
ings of the Red underground. Ex- 
cellent gift material in hard-cov- 
er reprint at $1.49 - and for 
those who still believe the fable 
that communism is only another 
political movement. 


POWER UNLIMITED — THE CORRUPTION 
OF UNION LEADERSHIP by Sylvester 
Petro ($5.00). 

Professor Petro proves that 
labor unions are no longer weak 
and struggling but present a con- 
certed monopoly with excessive 
power and special privileges. His 
book is based on the records of 
the McClellan Committee hearings. 
A convincing case for the curbing 


You can order the books listed here, 


of union monopoly without the de- 
struction of the unions’ legiti- 
mate functions in a free economy. 


PROTRACTED CONFLICT by Robert 
Strausz-Hupé and others ($3.95). 
The communists are aware that 
another war is already being 
fought... but the West refuses to 
acknowledge this fact. Based on 
this premise the authors present 
a blueprint for understanding of 
world communism, its aims and 
strategy. The reasons for the im 
effectiveness of Western policies 
are examined and some bold changes 
in our approach to the communist 
challenge are suggested. 


THE FAILURE OF THE NEW ECONOMICS 
by Henry Hazlitt ($7.50). 

A readable discussion and devas- 
tating analysis of Keynesian eco- 
nomic theories by one of America’s 
foremost economists. Short shrift 
is made of those economic tenets 
which were the basis of the New 
Deal. Mr. Hazlitt proves that 
thrift is not a lot of nonsense 
and that perpetual prosperity can 
not be insured by taxing, borrow- 
ing and spending. 


THE NAKED COMMUNIST by W. Cleon 
Skousen ($6.00). 

Excellent primer on communism. 
Covers history of communism, rise 
of Communist Russia, inroads of 
communism in USA, etc. Names, 
dates and places. Highly recom- 
mended for young people. 
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